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Introduction 
 

The Music DVUSD General Music Outcomes/Benchmarks identify the essential knowledge and           
skills required in the music curriculum for each grade level or course in DVUSD’s schools. The                
ouctomes/benchmarks outline the minimum criteria for a sequential course of study within a             
comprehensive music education program. The ouctomes/benchmarks are designed to be          
cumulative, progressing in complexity by grade level from kindergarten through several           
sequences of high school courses. 

 
Throughout music education, course content is organized into five specific content strands or             
topics: Music Theory/Literacy; Performance; Music History and Cultural Context; Analysis,          
Evaluation, and Critique; and Aesthetics. Although the strands are presented separately for            
organizational purposes, in practice they are integrated throughout music instruction, regardless           
of the particular learning experience. Through the mastery of music concepts and acquisition of              
music skills, the goals for music education are realized. A comprehensive music program             
provides students with the ability to understand their own responses and the responses of              
others to the many forms of musical experience. Through individualized instruction and multiple             
group educational opportunities, students develop individual expression and the ability to work            
collaboratively to achieve common artistic goals, while preparing for a lifetime of engagement             
with the arts. 

 
The ouctomes/benchmarks are intended neither to encompass the entire curriculum for a given             
grade level or course nor to prescribe how the content should be taught. Teachers are               
encouraged to go beyond the ouctomes/benchmarks and select instructional strategies and           
assessment methods appropriate for their students. Teachers are expected to consistently           
model appropriate use of copyrighted and royalty-protected materials.  
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Goals  
The content of the Music DVUSD General Music Outcomes/Benchmarks is intended to support 
the following goals for students: 

 
● Develop the ability to read and notate music. 
● Develop understanding of music through experiences in singing, playing instruments, 

listening, and moving. 
● Create compositions that transform their thoughts and emotions into concrete forms of 

human musical expression. 
● Exercise critical-thinking skills by investigating and analyzing all facets of the music 

discipline.  
● Demonstrate knowledge of and responsibility for the safe and ethical use of materials, 

equipment, methods, and technologies. 
● Demonstrate understanding of the relationship of music to history and culture. 
● Make connections between music and other fields of knowledge. 
● Articulate personal aesthetic preferences and apply aesthetic criteria for making artistic 

choices.  
● Develop awareness of copyright and royalty requirements when rehearsing, performing, 

or otherwise using the works of others. 
● Nurture a lifelong appreciation for music as an integral component of an educated, 

cultured society. 
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Strands 

Music Theory/Literacy  
Students will study and practice music theory through reading and writing music notation. They 
will use critical-thinking skills to analyze the manner in which music is organized.  

Performance  
Students will demonstrate mastery of musical skills and concepts at levels of increasing 
difficulty. They will learn to participate in music as a musician through singing, playing 
instruments, improvising, composing, and moving to music. Students will participate in all 
aspects of music performance, demonstrating appropriate use of related materials, equipment, 
methods, and technologies.  

Music History and Cultural Context  
Students will understand aspects of music history and ways in which music fits into culture. 
They will become familiar with the distinctive musical characteristics of music that delineate 
major historical periods of music and will identify the compositional techniques employed in 
many styles of music. Students will examine the interrelationships among current events, 
developing technologies, and music in society. 

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique  
Students will listen to, respond to, reflect on, analyze, interpret, evaluate, and critique music. 
They will articulate objective evaluations of musical works by analyzing creative musical 
elements and production as a whole. Students will be guided in the development of criteria to be 
used for making informed artistic judgments about music as well as the other arts and for 
evaluating the roles of music in society. They will apply these processes when creating and 
evaluating their own musical works. 

Aesthetics  
Students will reflect on the sensory, emotional, and intellectual qualities of music. They will 
examine various cultural perspectives and factors that shape aesthetic responses to music. By 
experiencing and evaluating musical compositions and performances, students will have the 
opportunity to understand meaning in music and recognize the contribution music makes to the 
enrichment of the human experience. 

 
  

5 



    GENERAL MUSIC BENCHMARKS/OUTCOMES 

 
 

KINDERGARTEN 

The standards for Kindergarten General Music serve as the foundation for further music 
instruction.  Students are introduced to basic musical concepts through singing, playing 
instruments, listening, and moving.  Students investigate personal feelings and preferences 
evoked by musical experiences. 

Music Theory/Literacy 

K.1 The student will read music, using high and low pitches, steady beat and basic rhythms 
represented by traditional or nontraditional notation with 1 or 2 sounds to a beat. 
(MU.RE.7.Kb) 

Performance 

K.2 The student will experience various uses of the voice by (MU.CR.1.Kb)  
1. demonstrating the difference between the singing voice and the speaking voice; 
2. matching pitches within an appropriate range;  
3. demonstrating expressive qualities of music, including loud/quiet and fast/slow. 

K.3 The student will sing a variety of songs of limited range alone and with others, including 
(MU.PR.4.Ka)  

1. singing two-pitch (sol-mi) songs, using echo and ensemble singing;  
2. singing at the appropriate time following a musical introduction;  
3. building a repertoire of memorized songs. 

K.4 The student will play a variety of pitched and non-pitched instruments alone and with 
others, including (MU.CR.1.Kb) 

1. demonstrating high/low; 
2. demonstrating loud/quiet; 
3. demonstrating fast/slow 
4. accompanying songs and chants, using body percussion as well as instruments. 

K.5 The student will perform rhythmic patterns that include sounds and silences, using 
instrument, body percussion, and voice (MU.CR.1.Ka) 

1. by echoing 
2. by reading non-traditional notation 
3. by reading notation 

K.6 The student will demonstrate a steady beat, using body percussion, instruments, and 
voice. (MU.CR.1.Ka) 
K.7 The students will respond to music with movement, including (MU.PR.Kd) 

1. locomotor and non-locomotor movements to rhythmic and/or melodic patterns; 
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2. demonstrating expressive qualities of music, including loud/quiet and fast/slow; 
3. illustrating moods and contrast in music and children's literature; 
4. performing dances and other music activities from various cultures;  
5. exhibiting respect for the personal space of others when moving.  

K.8 The student will create music by (MU.CR.1.Ka)  
1. improvising simple melodic or rhythmic patterns;  
2. improvising to enhance stories and poems; 
3. improvising in question/answer format. 

Music History and Cultural Context 

K.9 The student will explore historical and cultural aspects of music by (MU.CN.11.Kb) 
1.  listening to and recognizing patriotic, seasonal, celebratory, and other cultural/folk 

music.  
2.  identifying people who make music as musicians (e.g., singers, instrumentalists, 

composers, conductors) 
K.10 The student will participate in music activities that involve sharing, taking turns, and 
other behaviors that demonstrate good citizenship and appropriate audience behavior. (  
K.11 The student will recognize the relationships between music and other fields of 
knowledge. (MU.CN.11.Ka) 

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 

K.12 The student will analyze music by (MU.RE.9.K) 
1. describing and/or distinguishing between different vocal timbres. 
2. identifying selected instruments visually and aurally 
3. classifying sound sources as vocal, instrumental, or environmental;  
4. recognizing basic contrasts in music, including fast/slow, high/low. loud/quiet, and 

same/different. 
5. identifying melodic shape using non-traditional or standard notation. 

Aesthetics  

K.13 The student will express personal feelings evoked by a musical experience using 
written, verbal, or multimedia response. (MU.PR.Ka)  
K.14 The student will communicate personal response to expressive features of music 
through movement. (MU.PR.4.Kd)  
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FIRST GRADE 

The standards for 1st Grade General Music emphasize the language and production of music. 
Instruction focuses on the development of skills in singing, playing instruments, listening, 
moving, and responding to music. Emphasis is placed on performing simple rhythms and 
developing aural skills related to pitch, musical form, and instrument identification. Students 
investigate the purpose of music and how people participate in music in everyday life.  

Music Theory/Literacy 

1.1 The student will read and notate music, including (MU.PR.4.1c) 
1. high and low pitches, using traditional and nontraditional notation; 
2. rhythmic patterns that include quarter notes, paired eighth notes, and quarter rests, 

using traditional and nontraditional notation. 
3. identification of basic music symbols (musical staff, bar lines, double bar line, repeat 

sign)  

Performance 

1.2 The student will demonstrate various uses of the voice, including (MU.PR.4.1d) 
1. singing high and low pitches; 
2. using the voice in speech and song;  
3. demonstrating expressive qualities of music, including changes in dynamics and 

tempo 
1.3 The student will sing a variety of songs alone and with others (MU.RE.7.1b) 

1. by matching pitches and using the head voice;  
2. by singing three-pitch (mi, sol, la) songs, using echo and ensemble singing. 

1.4 The student will play a variety of pitched and non-pitched instruments alone and with 
others, including (MU.RE.7.1b) 

1. playing two-pitch melodies, using imitation; 
2. playing expressively with appropriate dynamics and tempo 
3. accompanying songs and chants, using body percussion as well as instruments;  
4. using proper playing techniques 

1.5 The student will perform rhythmic patterns that include quarter notes, paired eighth notes, 
and quarter rests, using instruments, body percussion and voice. (MU.RE.7.1b) 
1.6 The student will demonstrate the difference between melodic rhythm (the way the words 
go) and steady beat, alone or with others. (MU.CR.1.1a)  
1.7 The student will demonstrate the difference between melodic rhythm (the way the words 
go) and steady beat, alone or with others. (MU.CR.1.1a)  
1.8 The student will respond to music with movement, including (MU.CR.1.1a) 

8 



    GENERAL MUSIC BENCHMARKS/OUTCOMES 

1. using locomotor and non-locomotor movements; 
2. demonstrating high and low pitches; 
3. demonstrating expressive qualities of music, including changes in dynamics and 

tempo; 
4. performing line and circle dances; 
5. performing dances and other music activities from a variety of cultures;  
6. dramatizing songs, stories, and poems. 

1.9 The student will recognize and respond appropriately to basic conducting cues (start, 
stop) (MU.PR.4.1a)  
1.10 The student will create music by (MU.CR.1.1b) 

1. improvising musical responses to given melodic or rhythmic questions; 
2. improvising body percussion; 
3. improvising to enhance stories, songs, and poems;  
4. composing simple rhythmic patterns using traditional or nontraditional notation. 

Music History and Cultural Context 

1.11 The student will explore historical and cultural aspects of music by (MU.CN.11.1b) 
1. recognizing how music is used in customs and traditions of variety of cultures 
2. describing the roles of music and musicians; 
3. identifying musicians in the school, community, and media;  
4. describing how people participate in music experiences 
5. recognizing a composer's motivation for creating music. 

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 

1.14 The student will analyze music by (MU.CR.1.1b) 
1. identifying and classifying the timbres of pitched and non-pitched instruments by 

sounds and ensemble use;  
2. differentiating vocal and instrumental music 
3. distinguishing between accompanied and unaccompanied vocal music;  

Aesthetics  

1.17 The student will explain the purpose of music in various settings. (MU.CN.11.1b) 
1.18 The student will describe personal ideas and emotions evoked by music through written, 
verbal, movement or multi-media response.  
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SECOND GRADE 

The standards for 2nd Grade General Music enable students to continue developing musical 
skills and concepts in singing, playing instruments, listening, performing, responding with 
expression, creating/composing, and moving with a focus on fine motor skills. Emphasis is 
placed on ensemble playing, notating pitches and rhythms, and identifying orchestral 
instruments. Students investigate the roles of music in various world cultures and explore how 
music evokes personal ideas and emotions. Second Grade standards assume that 
Kindergarten and 1st Grade standards have been taught. 

Music Theory/Literacy 

2.1 The student will read and notate music, including (MU.CR.2.2a) 
1. identifying written melodic patterns that move upward, downward, and stay the same; 
2. using the musical alphabet to notate melodic patterns; 
3. reading melodies based on a pentatonic scale; 
4. reading and notating rhythmic patterns that include tied quarter notes, half notes, half 

rests, whole notes, and whole rests; 
5. using other basic music symbols (staves, clefs, forte, piano) 
6. recognition of steps, skips, leaps, and repetition. 

Performance 

2.2 The student will sing a repertoire of songs alone and with others, including (MU.PR.4.2b) 
1. singing melodic patterns that move upward, downward, and stay the same; 
2. singing melodies within the range of a sixth;  
3. increasing pitch accuracy while singing phrases and simple songs using solfege or 

scale degrees. 
2.3 The student will play a variety of pitched and non-pitched instruments alone and with 
others, including (MU.PR.4.2b) 

1. playing melodic patterns that move upward, downward, and stay the same; 
2. playing expressively, following changes in dynamics and tempo; 
3. accompanying songs and chants with ostinati and single-chords;  
4. using proper playing techniques. 

2.4 The student will perform rhythmic patterns that include quarter notes, eighth notes, quarter 
rests, half notes, half rests, whole notes, and whole rests, using (MU.PR.4.2b) 

1. instruments, voice, body percussion, and movement; 
2. aural skills to imitate given phrases;  

10 



    GENERAL MUSIC BENCHMARKS/OUTCOMES 

3. traditional notation. 
2.5 The student will respond to music with movement, including (MU.PR.4.2d) 

1. using locomotor and non-locomotor movements of increasing complexity
 

2. demonstrating expressive qualities of music, including changes in dynamics and 
tempo. 

3. creating movement to illustrate AB and ABA musical form 
4. performing improvised and choreographed movements including line and circle 

dances 
5. performing dances and other musical activities from a variety of cultures;  
6. portraying songs, stories, and poems from a variety of cultures. 

 
2.6 The student will create music by (MU.CR.1.2a) 

1. improvising simple rhythmic question and answer phrases 
2. improvising accompaniments 
3. improvising to enhance stories, songs, and poems;  
4. composing simple pentatonic melodies using non-traditional and traditional notation. 

2.7 The student will respond properly to basic conducting cues. (start, stop, tempo) 
(MU.PR.4.3d) 

Music History and Cultural Context 

2.8 The student will explore historical and cultural aspects of music by (MU.CN.11.2a) 
1. identifying music representing the heritage, customs, and traditions of a variety of 

cultures (songs of celebration, game songs, marches, T.V. and movie soundtracks, 
dance music, work songs); 

2. explaining the difference between folk/popular music and orchestral music. 
3. identifying what musicians and composers do to create music;  
4. identifying the styles of musical examples from various historical periods.  

2.9 The student will demonstrate audience and participant behaviors appropriate for the 
purposes and settings in which music is performed. (MU.PR.6.2b) 
2.10 The student will identify the relationships between music and other fields of knowledge. 
(MU.CN.11.2a) 

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 

2.11 The student will analyze music by (MU.RE.8.2) 
1. identifying selected orchestral, folk, and classroom instruments visually and aurally; 
2. describing changes in dynamics and tempo, using music terminology; 
3. identifying and categorizing selected musical forms;  
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4. using music vocabulary to describe music. 
2.12 The student will evaluate music by describing personal musical performances. (MU.RE.8.2) 
2.13 The student will collaborate with others in a music performance and analyze what was successful 
and what could be improved. (MU.RE.8.2) 

Aesthetics  

2.14 The student will explain how music expresses ideas, experiences, feelings, and preferences (I like 
it because...). (MU.RE.7.2a) 
2.15 The student will describe personal ideas and emotions evoked by music through written, verbal, 
movement or multi-media response.  (MU.RE.9.2) 
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THIRD GRADE 

The standards for 3rd Grade General Music enable students to continue building mastery in 
the areas of music literacy, including singing, playing instruments, listening, moving, and 
creating/composing music. Students also develop skills and understanding through the study 
of rhythm, musical form and melodic notation. Students investigate the roles of music in 
various cultures and reflect on their personal motivations for making music. 3rd Grade 
Standards assume that K-2 standards have been taught. 

Music Theory/Literacy 

3.1 The student will read and notate music, including (MU.PR.4.3c) 
1. identifying written melodic movement as step, skip, leap, or repeat; 
2. demonstrating the melodic shape (contour) of a written musical phrase; 
3. using traditional notation to write melodies on the treble staff (treble note names) 
4. reading melodies of increasing complexity based on a pentatonic scale. 
5. dividing rhythms into measures; 
6. reading and notating rhythmic patterns that include sixteenth notes, single eighth 

notes, eighth rests, and dotted half notes;  
7. the functions of basic music symbols (dynamics, time signature, bar line, double bar 

line, repeat sign)  
8. describe AB, ABA, and rounds. 

Performance 

3.2 The student will sing a varied repertoire of songs alone and with others including 
(MU,PR.4.3d) 

1. singing in tune with a clear tone quality; 
2. singing melodies within the range of an octave; 
3. singing melodies written on the treble staff using solfege or scale degrees; 
4. singing with expression, using a wide range of tempos and dynamics; 
5. singing rounds, partner songs, and ostinati in two-part ensembles;  
6. maintaining proper posture for singing. 

3.3 The student will play a variety of pitched and non-pitched instruments alone and with 
others, including (MU.PR.4.3c) 

1. playing written and memorized melodies from/on the treble staff; 
2. playing with expression, using a wide range of tempos and dynamics; 
3. accompanying songs and chants using ostinati and I and V (V7) chords;  
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4. demonstrating the proper playing techniques. 
3.4 The student will perform rhythmic patterns that include sixteenth notes, single eighth 
notes,eighth rests, and dotted half notes. (MU.PR.4.3c) 
3.5 The student will demonstrate understanding of meter by  (MU.PR.4.3c) 

1. determining strong and weak beats;  
2. performing in 2/4, 3/4 and 4/4 time. 

3.6 The student will respond to music with movement by (MU.CR.1.3a) 
1. illustrating 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 time. 
2. creating movements to illustrate various musical forms 
3. performing improvised and choreographed movements, including line and circle 

dances;  
4. performing dances and other music activities from a variety of cultures. 

3.7 The student will create music by (MU.CR.1.3a) 
1. improvising rhythmic and melodic phrases (question and answer, eight beat, two bar, 

etc.) 
2. improvising accompaniments, including ostinatos;  
3. composing pentatonic melodies using traditional notation. 

3.8 The student will respond properly to basic conducting cues. (start, stop, tempo) 
(MU.PR.4.3d)  

Music History and Cultural Context 

3.9 The student will explore historical and cultural aspects of music by (MU.CN.11.3b) 
1. recognizing four music compositions and their composers from four different periods of 

music history;  
2. listening to and describing examples of non-Western instruments. 

3.10 The student will demonstrate audience and participant behaviors appropriate for the 
purposes and settings in which music is performed. (MU.PR.6.3b) 
3.11 The student will describe the relationships between music and other fields of knowledge. 
(MU.CN.11.3a) 
3.12 The student will identify different musical careers. (MU.CN.11.3a) 

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 

3.13 The student will analyze music by ((MU,PR.4.3b) 
1. identifying and explaining examples of musical form; 
2. identifying instruments from the four orchestral families visually and aurally. 
3. listening to and describing basic music elements;  

3.14 The student will evaluate and critique music by describing music compositions and 
performances using music terminology. (MU.RE.9.3) 
3.15 The student will collaborate with others to create a musical presentation and 
acknowledge individual contributions as an integral part of the whole. (MU.CR.3.3b) 
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Aesthetics  

3.16 The student will examine ways in which the music of a culture reflects its people's 
attitudes and beliefs. (MU.CN.11.3b) 
3.17 The student will explain personal motivations for making music. (MU.RE.8.3) 
3.18 The student will describe why music has quality and value. (MU.Re.8.3) 
3.19 The student will describe personal ideas, emotions, and scenarios evoked by music 
through written, verbal, movement or multi-media response. (MU.RE.7.3a)  
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FOURTH GRADE 

The standards for 4th Grade General Music emphasize a deeper understanding of musical 
concepts, including singing, playing instruments, listening, creating, composing, and 
performing. Students continue to expand their knowledge of orchestral instruments and music 
from various cultures. Students gain understanding of music styles and listen to, analyze, and 
describe music. 4th Grade Standards assume that K-3 standards have been taught. 
 

Music Theory/Literacy 

4.1 The student will read and notate music, including (MU.PR.4.4c) 
1. reading melodies of increasing complexity based on a pentatonic scale using solfege 

or scale degrees; 
2. using traditional notation to write melodies containing stepwise motion; 
3. reading two-note accompaniment patterns (bordun); 
4. reading and notating rhythmic patterns that include dotted quarter note followed by an 

eighth note and previously learned rhythms; 
5. using a system to sight-read melodic and rhythmic patterns (scale degrees, solfege, 

letter names); 
6. identifying the meaning of the upper and lower numbers of simple time signatures (2/4, 

3/4, 4/4) and react to conducting cues in these time signatures; 
7. identify dynamic markings (p,mp, mf, f,) accidentals, phrase markings, rehearsal 

marks, and key signatures; 
8. reviewing treble clef note names 

 

Performance 

4.2 The student will sing a varied repertoire of songs alone and with others, a capella and 
accompanied.(MU.PR.5.4a) 

1. singing with a clear tone quality and correct intonation; 
2. singing pentatonic melodies; 
3. singing melodies written on the treble staff; 
4. singing with expression using dynamics and phrasing; 
5. singing in simple harmony and reviewing partner songs and rounds; 
6. demonstrating proper posture for singing. 

4.3 The student will play a variety of pitched and non-pitched instruments alone and with 
others, including (MU.PR.5.4a) 
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1. playing music of increasing difficulty in two-part ensembles; 
2. playing melodies of increasing difficulty written on the treble staff; 
3. playing a given melody on a wind or string instrument 
4. playing with expression, using dynamics and phrasing; 
5. accompanying songs and chants with I, IV, V, V7 chords;  
6. demonstrating proper playing techniques. 

4.4 The student will perform rhythmic patterns that include dotted quarter note followed by an 
eighth note.(MU.CR.1.4b) 
4.5 The student will respond to music with movement by (MU.CR.2.4a) 

1. performing improvised and choreographed movements; 
2. performing traditional folk dances and other music activities;  
3. creating movement to illustrate rondo (ABACA) musical form. 

4.6 The student will create music by (MU.CR.1.4b) 
1. improvising melodies and rhythms, using a variety of sound sources and specified 

guidelines 
2. composing short melodic and rhythmic phrases within specified guidelines;  
3. composing using contemporary media and technology.  

Music History and Cultural Context 

4.7 The student will explore historical and cultural aspects of music by (MU.CN.10.4a) 
1. identifying representative composers and music compositions/instruments from four 

different periods of music history; 
2. placing musical examples into categories of style; 
3. listening to and describing music from a variety of world cultures correlating to grade 

level social studies curriculum; 
4. examining how music from popular culture reflects the past and influences the 

present. 
4.8 The student will demonstrate audience and participant behaviors appropriate for the 
purposes and settings in which music is performed.(MU.CR.3.4b) 
4.9 The student will compare the relationships between music and other fields of knowledge 
(MU.CN.11.4a) 

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 

4.10 The student will analyze music by (MU.RE.9.4) 
1. identifying instruments from a variety of music ensembles visually and aurally; 
2. distinguishing between major and minor tonality 
3. listening to, comparing, and contrasting music compositions from a variety of cultures 

and time periods; 
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4. identifying elements of music through listening, using music terminology; 
5. identifying rondo form (ABACA) and round. 

4.11 The student will evaluate and critique music by (MU.RE.7.4b) 
1. reviewing criteria used to evaluate compositions and performances; 
2. describing performances and offering constructive feedback 

4.12 The student will identify characteristics and behaviors that lead to success as a musician 
and different musical career paths. (MU.CN.11.4a) 

Aesthetics  

4.13 The student will explain personal preferences for musical works and performances; (MU.RE.7.4a) 
4.14 The student will explain how criteria used to value music may vary from one culture to another. 
(MU.CN.10.4a) 
4.15 The student will describe how personal beliefs influence responses to music. (MU.CN.10.4a) 
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FIFTH GRADE 

The standards for 5th Grade General Music enable students to use their knowledge and skills 
to synthesize information and create music. Students continue to read, write, and compose 
music, using increasingly complex rhythms and meters. They begin to develop choral skills, 
including singing in two- and three-part harmony. Students explore and perform a variety of 
music styles and develop personal criteria to be used for describing and analyzing musical 
performances. 5th Grade standards assume that K-4 Grade standards have been taught. 

Music Theory/Literacy 

5.1 The student will read and notate music, including (MU.PR.4.5c) 
1. identifying the treble (G) and bass (F) clefs; 
2. using a system to sight-read melodies based on diatonic scale and pentatonic scale; 
3. begin using a system of moveable do and integrate key signatures up to two flats and 

two sharps. 
4. using traditional notation to write melodies containing skips and leaps; 
5. reading and notating rhythmic patterns of increasing complexity focusing on decoding 

common sixteenth note patterns, dotted quarter notes, and simple syncopation 
(eighth-quarter-eighth) in 2/4, 3/4, and 4/4 time. 

6. identifying the meaning of the upper and lower numbers of compound time signatures 
(6/8) 

7. identifying tempo markings, articulation, and dynamic levels 

Performance 

5.2 The student will sing a varied repertoire of songs alone and with others, including 
(MU.PR.6.5b) 

1. demonstrating beginning choral behaviors and skills in ensemble singing; 
2. singing with attention to blend, balance, intonation, expression, and diction; 
3. singing melodies of increasing complexity written on the treble staff; 
4. singing in two- and three-part harmony (descant, rounds, etc.);  
5. modeling proper posture for singing.  

5.3 The student will play a variety of pitched and non-pitched instruments alone and with 
others, including (MU.CR.2.5a) 

1. playing music of increasing difficulty in a variety of ensembles, demonstrating 
independent and contrasting part-work; 
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2. playing melodies and accompaniments of increasing difficulty written on the treble 
staff; 

3. playing with expression, articulation, and dynamic levels;  
5.4 The student will perform rhythms of increased complexity, including syncopation. 
(MU.PR.4.4c) 
5.5 The student will respond to music with movement by (MU.CR.1.5b) 

1. performing improvised and choreographed movements including music in duple and 
triple meters;  

2. performing traditional folk dances and other music activities. 
5.6 The student will create music by (MU.CR.2.5a) 

1. improvising melodies and rhythms of increasing complexity and given tonalities; 
2. composing a short original composition within specified guidelines;  
3. using contemporary media and technology. 

5.7 The student will respond to conducting cues (articulation, dynamic levels, tempo) 
(MU.PR.6.5a)  

Music History and Cultural Context 

5.8 The student will explore historical and cultural aspects of music by (MU.CN.11.6b) 
1. identifying representative composers and music compositions/instruments from four 

different periods of music history; 
2. comparing and contrasting a variety of musical styles, using music terminology to 

identify music correlating to grade level social studies curriculum. 
3. describing how people may participate in music within the community as 

performers,consumers of music, and music advocates; 
4. recognizing various professional music careers (e.g., music producer, music therapist, 

music teacher) 
5.9 The student will exhibit acceptable performance behavior as a participant and/or listener 
in relation to the context and style of music performed. (MU/PR.6.5b) 
5.10 The student will compare and contrast the relationships between music and other fields 
of knowledge. (MU.CN.11.5a)  
5.11 The student will describe the roles of music and musicians in society. (MU.CN.10.5b)   

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 

5.12 The student will analyze music by (MU.RE.9.5) 
1. classifying instrument families based on the method of sound production and 

construction. 
2. experimenting with the science of sound; 
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3. analyzing elements of music through listening examples and describe with music 
terminology; 

4. explaining theme-and-variation, round, AB, ABA, ABACA (rondo) forms through 
performance and recorded music; 

5. Classifying scales as major or minor. 
5.13 The student will evaluate music by applying accepted criteria when judging the quality of 
compositions and performances. (MU.RE.9.5) 
5.14 The student will define copyright as applied to the use of music. (MU.Cn.11.5a) 
5.15 The student will collaborate with others to create a musical presentation and 
acknowledge individual contributions as an integral part of the whole. (MU.CR.3.5b) 

Aesthetics  

5.16 The student will develop personal criteria to be used for determining the quality and 
value of musical compositions. (MU.RE.7.5a) 
5.17 The student will analyze preferences among musical compositions. (MU.RE.7.5a) 
5.18 The student will examine factors that may inspire musicians to perform or compose. 
(MU.RE.9.5)  
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SIXTH GRADE 

The standards for 6th General Music enable students to continue acquiring musical 
knowledge and skills by singing, playing instruments, performing rhythms, moving to music, 
composing, and improvising. Students explore music theory by reading and writing music 
notation, and they become familiar with a variety of musical styles and musical works from 
different periods of music history. 6th Grade standards assume that K-5 Grade standards 
have been taught. 
 
(NOTE: It is recommended for 6th grade students to participate in a performance 
class/ensemble (chorus, band, other instrumental ensemble) vs a General Music experience 

Music Theory/Literacy 

6.1 The student will read and notate music, including (MU.PR.4.6c) 
1. identifying melodic patterns; 
2. recognizing diatonic intervals; 
3. identifying notes written on the bass staff; 
4. notating melodies on the treble staff, with emphasis on steps, skips, and leaps; 
5. begin using a system of moveable do and integrate key signatures up to three flats 

and three sharps. 
6. reading and notating rhythmic patterns that include all previous note values; and 

triplets, combinations of dotted eighth notes and sixteenth notes, in simple, complex, 
and compound time signatures. 

7. identifying the meaning of the upper and lower numbers of time signatures; 
8. classifying chords as major or minor; 
9. identifying contrasting meters. 

Performance 

6.2 The student will perform a varied repertoire of music, including (MU.PR.6.7a) 
1. demonstrating acceptable performance behaviors (appropriate tone, diction, posture, 

breath control, mallet technique); 
2. following dynamic, tempo, articulation, and phrase markings; 
3. singing or playing music in unison and simple harmony. 

6.3 The student will play a variety of pitched and non-pitched instruments, including 
(MU.PR.6.6a) 

1. singing or playing melodies and accompaniments written on the treble staff 
2. playing music in a variety of ensembles. 
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6.4 The student will perform rhythmic patterns that include all previous note values; and 
triplets, combinations of dotted eighth notes and sixteenth notes, in simple, complex, and 
compound time signatures. (MU.PR.4.8c)  
6.5  The student will create music through a variety of sound and notational sources by 
(MU.CR.1.8a)  

1. improvising four-measure melodic and rhythmic phrases; 
2. composing at least four-measure melodies and rhythms; 
3. Improvised accompaniment using tonic and dominant chords. 

6.6 Responding expressively to conducting cues (MU.PR.6.8a) 

Music History and Cultural Context 

6.7 The student will explore historical and cultural aspects of music by (MU.CN.11.6b) 
1. identifying and describing the cultures, musical styles, composers, and historical 

periods associated with the music literature being studied; 
2. identifying ways in which culture and technology influence the development of music 

and musical styles, including the ways sound is manipulated; 
3. examining career options in music; 
4. identifying the relationship of music to the other fine arts and other fields of knowledge; 
5. identifying ethical standards as applied to the use of social media and copyrighted 

materials; 
6. demonstrating concert etiquette as an active listener or participant; 
7. Identifying instruments by family. 

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 

6.8 The student will analyze and interpret music by (MU.CN.11.6b) 
1. examining the importance of cultural influences and historical context for the 

interpretation of works of music and related subject matter; 
2. describing works of music, using inquiry skills and music terminology; 
3. describe the effect an instrument's physical properties will have upon its sound. 

6.9 The student will evaluate and critique music by (MU.RE.7.6b) 
1. examining and applying accepted criteria for evaluating works of music; 
2. describing performances of music, using music terminology; 
3. applying accepted criteria for critiquing musical performances of self and others. 

6.10 The student will define terms and symbols used in music notation as identified in 
previous grade levels (MU.PR.4.6b) 
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Aesthetics  

6.11 The student will investigate aesthetic concepts related to music by (MU.RE.7.6a) 
1. identifying reasons for preferences among works of music; 
2. identifying ways in which music evokes sensory, emotional, and intellectual responses, 

including ways in which music can be persuasive;  
3. explaining the value of musical performance to the school community. 
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SEVENTH GRADE 

The standards for 7th Grade General Music build upon students’ musical knowledge and skills 
through increasingly complex experiences in singing, playing instruments, performing 
rhythms, moving to music, composing, and improvising. Exploration of music theory continues 
as students read and write increasingly complex music notation. Students compare and 
contrast the functions of music and investigate the impact of musicians, music consumers, 
and music advocates on the community. Through musical experiences, students demonstrate 
an understanding of the relationship of music to history, culture, technology, and other fields 
of knowledge. 7th Grade standards assume that K-6 Grade standards have been taught.  
 
NOTE: It is recommended for 7th grade students to participate in a performance 
class/ensemble (chorus, band, other instrumental ensemble) vs a General Music 
experience. 

Music Theory/Literacy 

7.1 The student will read and notate music, including (MU,PR.4.7c) 
1. identifying melodic patterns containing steps, skips, and leaps (major/minor scales); 
2. notating melodies on the treble staff and/or bass staff; 
3. reading melodic patterns using the diatonic scale identifying intervals; 
4. reading and notating rhythmic patterns that include sixteenth notes, dotted notes, and 

corresponding rests. 

Performance 

7.2 The student will perform a varied repertoire of music, including (MU.PR.6.7a) 
1. demonstrating acceptable performance behaviors; 
2. performing with technical and stylistic accuracy, (vocal production, posture, tone 

quality, mallet technique etc.); 
3. singing or playing music written in two or more parts; 
4. playing melodies and accompaniments written on the treble staff and/or bass staff. 

7.3 The student will play music of increasing levels of difficulty on a variety of pitched and 
non-pitched instruments of the genre and culture explored. (MU.PR.6.7a) 
7.4 The student will perform rhythmic patterns that include sixteenth notes, dotted notes and 
corresponding rests. (MU.PR.4.7c) 
7.5 The student will respond to music with movement by 

1. using movement to illustrate musical styles; 
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2. using choreography to interpret aspects of musical expression. 
7.6 The student will create music through a variety of sound and notational sources by 
(MU.CR.1.7a) 

1. improvising  eight-measure melodic and rhythmic phrases of increasing complexity 
2. composing eight-measure melodies and rhythms; 
3. identifying contemporary media and technology used to create music; 
4. improvising harmonic accompaniment using tonic sub-dominant and dominant chords. 

7.7 Responding expressively to conducting cues.  (MU.PR.5.7a) 

Music History and Cultural Context 

7.8 The student will explore historical and cultural aspects of music by (MU.CN.10.7b) 
1. identifying and describing the cultures, musical styles, composers, and historical 

periods associated with the music literature being studied. 
2. comparing and contrasting musical periods, styles, and genres; 
3. comparing and contrasting the functions of music in a variety of cultures; 
4. describing how musicians, consumers of music, and music advocates impact the 

community; 
5. comparing and contrasting career options in music; 
6. examining the relationship of music to the other fine arts and other fields of 

knowledge; 
7. explaining ethical standards as applied to the use of social media and copyrighted 

materials; 
8. consistently demonstrating concert etiquette as an active listener and participant; 
9. identify the origins and development of written music. 

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 

7.9 The student will analyze and interpret music by (MU.CN.11.7b) 
1. explaining the importance of cultural influences and historical context for the 

interpretation of works of music; 
2. describing and interpreting works of music, using inquiry skills and music terminology; 
3. identify and explain basic concepts behind science of sound, acoustics, and 

resonance intervals. 
7.10 The student will evaluate and critique music by (MU.RE.9.7) 

1. applying accepted criteria for evaluation works of music; 
2. applying accepted criteria for critiquing musical performances of self and others; 
3. comparing and contrasting simple music form (AB, ABA, round, cannon). 
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Aesthetics  

7.11 The student will investigate aesthetic concepts related to music by (MU.CN.107a) 
1. describing how time and place influence the characteristics that give meaning and 

value to a work of music; 
2. describing personal emotion and intellectual responses to works of music; 
3. analyzing ways in which music can evoke emotion and be persuasive; 
4. explaining the value of musical performance to the community. 
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EIGHTH GRADE 

The standards for 8th Grade General Music enable students to use critical-thinking skills to 
gain an understanding of music. Students perform a variety of music literature and create 
music in a variety of ensembles. They increase their musical knowledge to become informed 
consumers and advocates of music. Through musical experiences, students make 
connections between the elements of music and other fields of knowledge. Students examine 
the cultural perspectives of music and the value of music in society. 8th Grade standards 
assume that K-7 Grade standards have been taught. 
 
NOTE: It is recommended for 8th grade students to participate in a performance class/ensemble 
(chorus, band, other instrumental ensemble) vs a General Music experience. 

Music Theory/Literacy 

8.1 The student will read and notate music, including (MU.PR.4.8c) 
1. identifying melodic patterns, using specific interval names (e.g. third, fifth); 
2. reading and notating rhythmic patterns of increasing complexity; 
3. identifying major and minor chords; 
4. recognizing chord changes from a recorded or live performance.  

Performance 

8.2 The student will perform a varied repertoire of music, including (MU.PR.6.8a) 
1. performing with technical and stylistic accuracy, (vocal production, posture, tone 

quality, mallet technique etc.) 
2. singing or playing music written in two or three parts on the treble and bass staves; 
3. using indicated dynamics, phrasing, and other elements of music.  

8.3 The student will play a variety of pitched and non-pitched instruments, including 
(MU.PR.6.8a) 

1. playing melodies and accompaniments written on the grand staff; 
2. playing music of increasing difficulty in a variety of ensembles, using traditional and 

nontraditional instruments from various genres and cultures.  
8.4 The student will perform rhythmic patterns in duple and triple meter. (MU.PR.6.8a)  
8.5 The student will respond to music with movement by (MU.CR.2.8a) 

1. creating movements individually or collaboratively to interpret a musical composition; 
2. creating movements to illustrate forms, meters, and patterns; 
3. demonstrating how choreography is a form of expression and communication. 
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8.6 The student will create music through a variety of sound and notational sources by 
(MU.CR.2.8b) 

1. improvising sixteen-measure melodic and rhythmic phrases in a given meter; 
2. composing sixteen-measure melodies and rhythms; 
3. using contemporary media and technology to create music. 

8.7 The student will respond expressively to conducting cues (MU.PR.6.8a) 

Music History and Cultural Context 

8.8 The student will explore historical and cultural aspects of music by (MU.CN.11.8b) 
1. describing the cultures, musical styles, composers, and historical periods associated 

with the music literature being studied; 
2. comparing and contrasting musical periods and styles; 
3. comparing and contrasting the functions of music in a variety of cultures; 
4. describing how musicians, consumers of music, and music advocates impact the 

community; 
5. comparing and contrasting career options in music; 
6. explaining the relationship of music to the other fine arts and other fields of knowledge; 
7. explaining ethical standards as applied to the use of social media and copyrighted 

materials; 
8. consistently demonstrating concert etiquette as an active listener or participant. 

Analysis, Evaluation, and Critique 

8.9 The student will analyze and interpret music by (MU.CN.11.8b) 
1. explaining the importance of cultural influences and historical context for the 

interpretation of works of music; 
2. analyzing and interpreting works of music, using inquiry skills and music terminology. 

8.10 The student will evaluate and critique music by (MU.CN.11.8a) 
1. formulating criteria to be used for evaluating works of music and similar art pieces 

from other mediums; 
2. applying formulated criteria for critiquing musical performances of self and others.  

8.11 The student will identify and explain how technology and music interface. (MU.CN.11.8a) 

Aesthetics  

8.12 The student will investigate aesthetic concepts related to music by (MU.CN.10.8a) 
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1. analyzing how time and place influence the characteristics that give meaning and 
value; 

2. describing personal, emotional, and intellectual responses to works of music; 
3. analyzing ways in which music can evoke emotion and be persuasive; 
4. explaining the value of musical performance to society. 
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